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The Purpose of  the Society shall be to assist in the management 
of  aquatic vegetation, to provide for the scientific and            
educational advancement of  the members, to encourage        
scientific research in all facets of  aquatic plant management, to 
promote an exchange of  information among members, and to 
extend and develop public understanding in the discipline. 

Mission Statement,  adopted April 20, 1999 
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NEAPMS Membership, 
 

Happy springtime to all!  The Northeast has had a cold and snowy winter and most of us are 
working long hours to prepare for the field season.  For me, it has been an extremely special 
spring as my husband, son, and I welcomed our daughter into our family. 

Though the water in Lake Champlain remains roughly at 50 degrees, the air is warming, the 
trees and flowers are blooming and boaters and water recreationists are gearing up for the 
summer season.  The Lake Champlain boat launch steward program is entering its 12th year of 
operation for boat inspection and decontamination at our busiest launches in Vermont, New 
York, and Quebec and we continue to mechanically and hand harvest water chestnut in the 
Lake, slowly reducing the population over decades of dedicated management with a diverse 
group of local, state, federal and provincial partners. 

 
The Northeast faces increased pressure from aquatic invasive plant species such as water 
chestnut and hydrilla which have been recently detected in the Connecticut River.  The states of 
VT, NH, MA, and CT are beginning to work together to survey this new infestation.  Long fought 
battles with other aquatic plants such as Eurasian water milfoil, variable leaved water milfoil, 
curly leaved pondweed, algae, and others continue in private ponds and lakes across the re-
gion.  Funding availability to address these aquatic plant and algae management issues varies 
from state to state and one of the great benefits of this Society’s network is that we can read 
about them and learn from each other’s management successes and challenges. 

 
This past year has been a challenging one for many water quality related programs across the 
nation that have faced significant budget cuts.  The National Invasive Species Council, Aquatic 
Nuisance Species Task Force and subsequently our regional Northeast Aquatic Nuisance Spe-
cies Panel efforts to address aquatic invasive species impacts to the environment, economy, 
and human health through early detection, rapid response, scientific research, policy, educa-
tion and outreach etc., have been significantly hindered.  These programs were temporarily 
suspended for over a year for Department of Interior review.  These programs have recently 
been permitted to return to operation.  

 

Your Board of Directors has been busy since our last 
meeting in January at the Wentworth by the Sea.  We 
have been preparing for our 20th anniversary confer-
ence which will be held at The Desmond in Albany, NY 
from January 8-10th, 2019.  We look forward to high-
lighting founding member thoughts about the Society, 
student scholarship contributions, aquatic plant man-
agement scientific advancements, and celebrating our 
member’s work over the past two decades.  The Board 
is also looking ahead to the next 20 years.  We have 
been reviewing the feedback you provided from our 
last conference evaluation and have been acting to 
address the membership’s support to expand our mis-
sion statement to include algae research and control.  
The Board will be sending out a survey to the entire 
membership this summer to gather feedback about 
the format of our meetings, if there are special work-
shops or topics that  we may provide to members  
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Continued on page 4. 



at a future meeting or through another medium, determine what member priorities might be for 
a strategic planning process to ensure the Society’s financial security, how to increase the 
scholarship fund, and how to expand student support.  Aquatic plant and algae control as well 
as other aquatic invasive species management and research interests may shift over time and 
the survey is intended to assess and capture membership priorities. 

The Board assisted with the planning for the 58th National Aquatic Plant Management Society 
(APMS) meeting which was held in Buffalo, NY on July 15-18th.  We worked to ensure that pres-
entations and issues relevant to the Northeast are represented at the AMPS conference.  Our 
own Greg Bugbee has been recruited to help coordinate the continuing education credits for 
applicators at the meeting, and several NEAPMS members were on hand to give presentations.   
 
I would like to acknowledge the critical support of our sponsors to our Society.  I would also like 
to ask the Sponsors to start thinking about ways they might want to contribute to the 20th anni-
versary meeting in Albany to bolster support for our scholarship fund and for the Society.  I 
would also like to ask members to start thinking about how they would like to contribute 
whether that be with a silent auction item, contributing stories or photos of past collaborations 
and conferences, or with an oral presentation or poster for the 2019 meeting.  We hope to 
gather input and stories from our members about the Society’s importance to you and we also 
hope to set up a mentoring program for our students. 
 
The Board would like to congratulate Kara Foley on her scholarship award for research on hy-
drilla.  The scholarship fund is a foundational component of our Society.  It is critical that we 
find a way to increase and support the amount of scholarship funds we have available to sup-
port students interested in aquatic plant management science and research. 
 
I wish to thank every single one of you for being part of this Society and contributing your exper-
tise and research, networking with students and other colleagues to address aquatic plant 
management and expanding aquatic plant and algae management issues in our region. 
 
Finally, I would like to thank the Board of Directors for their dedication to ensuring the growth 
and development of our organization.  I look forward to celebrating 20 years of science, col-
laboration, and research with you and hope you will plan to join us in Albany.  We will be sure to 
pull in founding members and encourage you to invite new members to join our Society. 
 
Sincerely, 

Meg 

NEAPMS President 

ME S S A G E F RO M T H E PR E S I D E N T 
(CO N’T)  
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“The Board will be 

sending out a survey 

to the entire 

membership this 
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“This past year has 

been a challenging 

one for many water 

quality related 

programs across the 

nation that have 

faced significant 

budget cuts.” 
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Left to Right: Chris Borek, Bin Zhu, Emily Molden, Chris Doyle, Mark Lewandowski, Will Stevenson, Amy Smagula, Cathy McGlynn, 
Meg Modley, Mark Heilman, Kiyoko Yokota. Photo Courtesy of Emily Mayer. 

YOUR 2018 NEAPMS BOARD OF  
DIRECTORS AND OFFICERS 
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My name is Cathy 
McGlynn and I was 
elected as a Board 
Member in January of 
this year. I work as the 
Aquatic Invasive Species 
Coordinator for the New 
York State Department 
of Environmental Con-
servation. My job is to 
help implement New 
York State’s Aquatic In-
vasive Species (AIS) 
Management Plan. The 
focus of the plan is pre-

venting the introduction 
and spread of AIS and 
its top priority is to ex-
pand the boat steward 
programs across the 
state. I also co-lead the 
Croton River Hydrilla 
Control Project and the 
Tioga County Hydrilla 
Control Project, help ad-
minister grants, repre-
sent NYS at regional 
panels, and help de-
velop education and out-
reach materials about 

AIS. 
I am a native New Yorker 
who is very happy to 
spend weekends hiking in 
the Catskills and Adiron-
dacks and paddling on 
the Hudson River.  I very 
much want to protect 
New York State natural 
resources for everyone to 
enjoy now and for many 
years in the future. I look 
forward to serving on the 
NEAPMS Board of Direc-
tors to help foster the 
next generation of re-
searchers and managers, 
support networking, and 
facilitate knowledge ex-
change across the region. 
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I am excited to serve on the Board of Directors for NEAPMS as the base of the aquatic 
food web, including aquatic plants and algae, have always been my main research 
interest.  I teach limnology, management of aquatic biota, and phytoplankton ecology 

for graduate students as well as various undergraduate biology 
courses.  I worked for a civil engineering consulting firm in Tokyo 
between my undergraduate and graduate studies and was li-
censed and registered as an Associate Professional Engineer 
(JPN). My projects at that time included water quality manage-
ment projects for existing reservoirs and lakes as well as environ-
mental impact assessment and water quality prediction for dams 
in planning stages.  My primary research interest is phytoplank-
ton community dynamics and their interaction with macrophytes 
(i.e., alternative stable states: phytoplankton dominated vs. 
macrophyte dominated systems) and human-related factors (e.g., 
cultural eutrophication, emerging pollutants such as microplas-
tics, and changing climate). My collaborators and I maintain a 
continuous lake monitoring buoy on Otsego Lake, which logs and 
transmits 46 parameters every 15 minutes. Data from this buoy 
as well as other sources contribute to multiple research projects 
of the Global Lake Ecological Observatory Network (GLEON.org). 
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Check Out Our Website: 
www.neapms.net 

Photo: Wayne Bunn 
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Kate Arnao and Emily 
Mayer 
SOLitude Lake Management 

 
As its name suggests, 
mudmat is an invasive 
aquatic plant species that 
forms dense, green mats 
in littoral zones. The  iconic 
bunny ear-shaped leaves 
of mudmat serve as a 
unique characteristic when 
identifying this species. 
The leaves grow in pairs 
along thin rhizomes, with 
narrowing stems at the 
base and widen into an 
oval shape at the tips. 
Mudmat can thrive both as 
a submerged and emer-
gent plant depending upon 
the location within the wa-
ter body.  This species gen-
erally prefers oligotrophic 
conditions, consisting of 
high transparency  read-
ings, low pH, and low nutri-
ents. They can form 
“carpet-like” mats along 
the bottom of water bod-
ies, averaging from 10,000 
to 25,000 plants per 
square meter, and can 
reach depths of up to two 
meters.  Submersed mud-
mats grow year-round and 
also tend to have larger 
leaves than the emergent 

mats, reaching between 
0.7 and 5.7 cm in length. 
The emergent mudmats 
have significantly smaller 
leaves only reaching be-
tween 0.5 and 1.1 cm in 
length. Submerged mud-
mats can propagate using 
an enclosed flower, classi-
fying it as a cleistogamous 
self-pollinating plant. How-
ever, if water recedes and 
the plant becomes emer-
gent, it produces insect-
pollinating chasmogamous 
flowers. Emergent mud-
mats behave  like annual 
plants,  which become dor-
mant  during the winter 
months, unlike the   sub-
mersed type. They also 
have the capability of  pro-
ducing fruit that hold  pro-
lific seeds in capsules, 
allowing them to  disperse 
easily. 
Mudmat is native to Aus-
tralia and New Zealand, 
but was first discovered in 
the United States in 1992 
in Hamburg Cove, Con-
necticut. From this single 
location, mudmat ex-
panded along the east 
coast, spreading to several 
sites in Connecticut, New 
Jersey, Rhode Island, and 

Pennsylvania. It was most 
likely introduced  by an 
aquarium release, and 
now has been further 
spread by other vectors; 
including migrating water 
fowl and recreational wa-
tercraft activities.  Due to 
its small size, this species 
is unlikely to be a serious 
threat to recreational ac-
tivities, but could be an 
ecological threat to native 
plant and animal commu-
nities, such as rare, threat-
ened or endangered spe-
cies that occupy the same 
habitat niche.  Currently, 
the distribution of mudmat  
continues to be concen-
trated in the North-Eastern 
area of the United States, 
further supporting the im-
portance of preventing the 
spread of  mudmat 
throughout the rest of the 
country.  
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AQUATIC PLANT SPOTLIGHT: 
M U D  M A T  ( G L O S S O S T I G M A  C L E I S T A N T H A M  )  
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ear-shaped leaves of  
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when identifying this 
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NEAPMS 20 T H  A N N I V E R S A RY :  
P A S T  P R E S I D E N T  P E R S P E C T I V E  

John McPhedran, Maine Department of Environmental Protection 
NEAPMS President, 2011-2012 
 

First Impression, Lasting Impressions 
 
I attended my first NEAPMS conference in 2002 in Sturbridge, MA, one month 
after joining Maine Department of Environmental Protection’s (DEP) Invasive 
Aquatic Species Program.  A botanist with little experience in managing plant 
communities, I was caught off-guard by what I viewed as an emphasis on herbi-
cide use to control invasive plant growth.  I felt like a fish out of water. 
 
Then, during my first full season at DEP in 2002, hydrilla was confirmed in south-
ern Maine.  To determine our response during the winter of 2002-03, my boss 
and I contacted colleagues across the country and through NEAPMS.  We consid-
ered all management techniques and determined that herbicide application gave 
us the best chance of meaningful control. 
 
With each successive NEAPMS conference, I came to understand that the society 
and its members are concerned about much more than killing plants with chemi-
cals.  Presentations and informal discussions at meetings address manual and 
biological controls, plant taxonomy, and effects of management on habitat.  Rep-
resentation at meetings includes industry, lake associations, academia and state 
agencies. 
 
Was all this in front of me during that first meeting in Sturbridge but I just didn’t 
see it, or did NEAPMS’s scope evolve over time?  I’m not sure it matters.  In the 
end, NEAPMS is inclusive of interests and perspectives related to aquatic plant – 
and algae – management. 
 
I recall receiving a letter from Jim Sutherland encouraging me to become more 
involved with NEAPMS.  Knowing Jim, he probably wrote every member but his 
overture felt like a personal appeal to me.  After attending a few more annual 
conferences, I did become more involved while attending every NEAPMS annual 
conference since 2002. 
 
Seventeen consecutive years of annually meeting the same group of people be-
comes significant. The professional relationships gained enhance my capacity to 
manage the challenges we face in Maine. More importantly, the personal rela-
tionships through NEAPMS keep me coming back.  Hey, I bought a pair of skis 
from a fellow NEAPMS member that my boys have enjoyed – anyone who knows 
me knows that is significant. 
 
As the Board prepares for the 20th anniversary celebration next January in Al-
bany, I plan to be there to celebrate with the membership.  Hats off to NEAPMS! 

The NEAPMS Board is 

looking for individuals 

interested in submitting 

State Updates for the 

following states: Rhode 

Island and Delaware. If 

you are interested in 

contributing to the 

Nor’Easter, please contact 

Chris Doyle at 

cdoyle@solitudelake.com 



Jim Sutherland, NYSDEC (Retired) 
NEAPMS President, 2003 
 
As I look back over the previous five decades of my career as a water quality scien-
tist, I find that one of my most satisfying contributions was a small, but important, 
role in the formation and cultivation of the Northeast Aquatic Plant Management 
Society.  The initial small group meeting in 1998 in Suffern, New York, organized 
by Founding Father, Charles Gilbert, was the ‘planting’ of the ‘seed’ for the society, 
a seed that soon germinated into the First Annual Conference of the Society in 
Suffern, New York in 1999, and successional growth of the Society thereafter.   
 
The rest has been the brief but spectacular history of the Society as we know it 
now 20 years later, a well-respected organization that champions the cause for 
‘smart’ nuisance aquatic plant management in the Northeast region of the United 
States.  Sadly, we lost our Founding Father in 2018; however, his legacy, in the 
form of the Society, will continue for decades into the future and serve to remind 
us how important it is to share ‘ideas’ with others; ideas that can be nurtured and 
that can stimulate the growth and development of meaningful organizations, such 
as NEAPMS, that can serve to educate and inform based upon the latest advance-
ments in science and technology. 
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respected organization 
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nuisance aquatic plant 

management in the 

Northeast region of  the 

United States.”   
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Gerald Adrian, Aquatics Business Manager, UPI 
NEAPMS President, 2002 
 
My perspective of NEAPMS 
 
The Northeast APMS strides since its beginning have been impressive.  The first 
meetings barely had 50 attendees and now we are exceeding 200 annually.  This 
is not without commitment from the Board of Directors, Members and Sponsors.  
UPI has been a sponsor since day one and continues to support the organization.  
The Northeast APMS brings value to the Aquatic Plant Management industry thru 
education and outreach for those involved in this industry as well as those consid-
ering a position or career in this industry. 
 
One primary effort of the Northeast APMS is to bring members of the regulatory 
community to the annual meeting so that they can be a part of the industry and 
learn about new products and techniques for the control of invasive aquatic weeds 
as well as understanding the impact these plants have on the ecology, fisheries 
and property values on various water bodies.  The Society also keeps its member-
ship abreast of new infestation of invasive weed such as hydrilla in Lake Cayuga 
and the Erie Canal, as well as the spread to other areas throughout the Northeast-
ern US. 
 
I’ve enjoyed watching the Northeast APMS grow in both numbers and scope.  The 
topics have ranged from new invasive weed infestations, various control meas-
ures, the WOTUS issues including the need for NPDES permitting, as well as the 
Clean Water Act and how it will im-
pact the Aquatic Plant Management 
industry. 
 
I see this as a strong organization 
and the Northeast APMS has a long 
and bright future. 
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 What do you think of our 
newsletter? Please forward 

any suggestions, or if you 

would like to contribute an 
article or update to an 

upcoming newsletter, please 
contact 

Chris Doyle 
(cdoyle@solitudelake.com) 

“One primary effort of  

the Northeast APMS 

is to bring members of  

the regulatory 

community to the 

annual meeting so that 

they can be a part of  

the industry... ” 
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NEAPMS 2018 CONFERENCE PICTURES  

Above: Dr. Ken Wagner gives a presentation at the 2018 Annual Conference. 

To the Right: A workshop presenta-
tion at the 2018 Annual Conference. 
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NEAPMS 2018CONFERENCE PICTURES  

Left: NEAPMS President Meg Modley shows off 
The Eradicator cape to be worn by the Scientific 
Poster Contestants. 

Above: The winners of the 2018 Scientific Poster Contest: 
Michael Lew-Smith (left) and Kara Foley (right). 
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NEAPMS 2018CONFERENCE PICTURES  

Below: Past President Dr. Mark Heilman 
poses with Dr. Chuck Boylen. The latest 
NEAPMS Honorary Member. 

Left: (Left to Right) Dr. Mark Heil-
man, Ann Bove, Amy Smagula, and 
Meg Modley. NEAPMS awarded 
Meg Modley the 2018 Amy P. Sma-
gula Outstanding Member Award. 
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NEAPMS 2018CONFERENCE PICTURES  

Left: Gerry Smith says a few words about 
NEAPMS Founding Father Charles Gilbert. 

Left: Dr. Mark Heilman addresses the crowd at the Annual 
Banquet. Above: Dr. Mark Heilman turns over a brand new 
gavel to incoming President Meg Modley. 
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NEAPMS 2018CONFERENCE PICTURES  

Above: Attendees get a chance to examine 75+ live 
aquatic plant specimens at the Annual Aquatic Plant Work-
shop. Left: Dr. Ken Wagner points out some aquatic plant 

characteristics to workshop attendees. 

Aquatic Plant Quiz 
Can you guess the genus and 
species of the aquatic plant 
pictured above? (Answer on 
page 22.) 
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NEAPMS 2018CONFERENCE PICTURES  

Above: The Wentworth on the Sea front entrance. 
Left: Dawn, looking out into the harbor. 
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2018 N E A P M S CO N F E R E N C E PI C T U R E S  

Right: NEAPMS President Meg Mod-
ley (adorned in proper PPE) draws 
the first raffle ticket at the Annual 
Banquet. 

Left: Master of Ceremonies Dr. Ken 
Wagner goes over the rules for the 
Annual Raffle at the Annual Banquet. 

Left: Dr. Wagner presides over the 
three Raffle Finalists, asking the 
crowd if there are any more “buy-ins”. 
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Announcing  
The 2019 NEAPMS  
Scientific Poster Contest 

The Board of Directors is pleased to announce the return of the scientific poster contest at the 2019 
NEAPMS conference. Prizes provided by a sponsor will be awarded to two categories: Student and 
Professional. Posters will be judged by an esteemed panel of NEAPMS members on criteria such as 
design and layout, suitability to the society’s goals, study design, and presentation of the content. If 
you are interested in sponsoring the NEAPMS Poster Contest this year, please contact Glenn Sullivan 
(gsullivan@solitudelake.com). If you are interested in becoming a Poster Judge, please contact Meg 
Modley (mmodley@lcbp.org). 

Above: The NEAPMS 2018 Poster 
Session in full swing. Right: A poster 
presenter awaits attendees eager to 
answer any questions. 

NEAPMS 2018CONFERENCE PICTURES  
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2019 NEAPMS CONFERENCE  
VENUE SPOTLIGHT 
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Chris Doyle, CLM 
SOLitude Lake Management 
 
The 20th Anniversary of the Northeast Aquatic Plant Management Annual conference will be 
held in January 2019 at the Desmond Hotel in Albany New York. The Desmond Hotel & Con-
ference Center has been family owned and operated since 1974 and remains one of the few 
privately owned hotels located in the Capital Region of New York. For over 40 years, the hotel 
and conference center has been providing excellent customer service and is consistently ranked 
among the best Albany hotels. The hotel was founded by Philadelphia native John K. Des-
mond, after a business trip to the Albany area revealed a dearth of premier hotel accommoda-
tions.  

It was originally named the Americana Inn and was a joint enterprise between John K. Des-
mond and American Airlines. This joint relationship was likely a result of the hotel’s close 
proximity to the Albany Airport, which to this day makes travel convenient. At that time, the 
hotel featured 183 guest rooms, an indoor courtyard and two restaurants. One year later, 
American Airlines left the hotel business to focus on their expanding airline service. In the 
early 1980’s to keep pace with the dynamic growth of the Capital Region, the facility ex-
panded with 140 more guestrooms, along with the ballroom, conference center, amphitheater, 
The Lodge, and a health club. This brought the facility to 332 guest rooms and over 30,000 
square feet of conference space. In 1984, on its 10th anniversary, the hotel was renamed the 
Desmond Americana. 

In 1992, a business shift to highlight the importance of conference facilities and business use, 
the hotel was re-branded The Desmond Hotel & Conference Center. The site continues to be 
managed by the Desmond family via 3rd generation General Manager Tyler Desmond. In 2018, 
the hotel joined the InterContinental Hotel Groups (IHG) and is now called The Desmond Ho-
tel Albany. Visitors to the hotel will notice a colonial theme to the interior décor. This was 
inspired and sourced by John K. Desmond, a call back to his Philadelphia roots. This includes 
a unique village square in the courtyard complete with mock storefronts, brick walkways, 
fountains and balconies. This colonial theme is carried throughout with original oil paintings 
from the 1800’s, framed Americana artwork and numerous antique pieces. 

“Visitors to the hotel 

will notice a colonial 

theme to the interior 

décor. This was 

inspired and sourced 

by John K. Desmond, 

a call back to his 

Philadelphia roots.”   

“The Desmond 

Hotel & Conference 

Center has been 

family owned and 

operated since 

1974.”   

Photo: Desmond Hotel 

For more 

information on the 

Desmond Hotel 
and Conference 

Center, check out 

their website: 
www.desmondhotelsalbany.com  
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NEAPMS S C H O L A R S H I P  

Scholarship 
Committee 

Bin Zhu (Chair) 

Mark Heilman 

Meg Modley 

Chris Doyle 

Mark June-Wells 

Kiyoko Yokota 

Paul Lord 

 

Answer from page 17:  
Pistia stratiotes (Water 

Lettuce) 
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SILENT AUCTION 
It’s never too early to consider contributing an item to the NEAPMS Silent 
Auction Table at the Annual Conference in January.   
For our 20th Anniversary, we want this to be the best Silent Auction yet! 
 

Need a few good ideas? How about these? 
 GPS units 
 Outdoor Recreational Equipment  
 Gift Cards 
 Top-Shelf Vermont Maple Syrup 
 Fine Local Wine/Micro-brew Beer  

100% of the Proceeds from 
the Silent Auction go straight 

to the Scholarship Fund! 

Silent Auction Questions 
 

Please Contact:  

Ann Bove (aebove@gmavt.net) or 
John McPhedran 
(john.mcphedran@maine.gov)  

mailto:aebove@gmavt.net�
mailto:john.mcphedran@maine.gov�


 
October 30-November 2, 2018 

NALMS 
Cincinnati, OH 
www.nalms.org 

 
November 5-7, 2018:  

MSAPMS 
Chattanooga, TN 
www.msapms.org 

 
November 26-28, 2018:  

TAPMS 
San Antonio, TX 
www.tapms.org 

 
July 15-18, 2018:  

APMS 
Buffalo, NY 

www.apms.org 
 

October 3-5, 2018:  
SCAPMS 

North Myrtle Beach, FL 
www.scapms.org 

 
October 15-18, 2018:  

FAPMS 
Daytona Beach, FL 

www.fapms.org 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Check Out Our Website: 
www.neapms.net 

See you in January for Our 
20th Anniversary Conference! 

If you have any 
questions, 

comments, or 
suggestions, please 

reach out to a 
Director for 

discussion at our 
September Board 

Meeting. 

If you’d like to 
advertise in the 

Nor’Easter, please 
contact Glenn 

Sullivan 
(gsullivan@solitudelakeom). 

Both 1/4 page and 
business card-sized 

ads are available.   
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Photo: The Desmond 
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