Buoys Patrols Return

To Otsego Lake Soon
/‘ . M .

aw enforcement coverage, and
therefore the 200-foot' no

near future.. :

An agreement has be , E
between the Otsego County" E
Sheriff's Department and the New 5
York . State Department . of .
,Envrronmentai Conservat
“will restore the poh , ‘
last vear’s levels The sheri
provide five hours of lake
week, and the DEC six.

Representatwes to
funding for' th gr
with DEC officials, the\
patrols solves' the ' liability ifi§u
ance roadblock that will allow t
Otsego County Soil ‘and Wat
‘Conservation. District ta tak
session of the buoys. The ffoatmg
markers delineate a wakeles$ zone:
200 feet from the shorehn whit
is intenided to- ‘slow the ‘re
phosphorus “into- the lake: from:
shoreliné erosmn ,
Theé" now' ‘defunct Watershed-,
Council-had owned the buoy
when the coverage evaporat
group would take possessis
~ “We owe a debt of gratitude to
both  Sheriff Don Mundy and' to
Acting " Captam Tiim Duffy of t
DEC,” OLA ' President Robert
Einreinhofer said. “The association
is also grateful to Bob Banta and .

-and Water Conserva

“thank in advance: ’Pau} Lord
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Jason Mulford of eCounty';Soﬂ

the buoys. [ wou]d~ also,

Station, who will:

buoys in a few weeks.

‘7/1 Cstnr
Health of lake- .
should be pnonty

The Town of Springfield has a

long-standing but a laxly enforced | |

rule that its public landing is for-|
residents only. Only well after

Springfield turned down an. offer:

for a power washer. and: decided

against having adequate coverage -

at the launch where boats could be

inspected to keep out exotic plants *
and animals did they tighten up-
their rule by issuing ID cards to |
properly identified residents: This |
approach was taken even though

the Town Boards attorney had
advised using stickers to be affixed -
to resident boats or trailers. The
potential for abuse of the card 8ys-s
tem was apparent, and has come
to pass. Some Town officials-have !
misused the cards by making them .-
non-Springfield. *

available to -
friends. :

For Sprmgﬁeld’s ofﬁmals to be ,
involved in such cronyism is an

insult to residents whose taxes
support the dock building, person-

nel and maintenance of public -
landing. Worse yet, it opens the

door to-potential lake infection by
exotics,
appalling as both a taxpayer.and
leader of an assoclatlon whose

I find ‘this: situation -

\

agenda is mplemenhng thc Lg}e ;
Management Plan, whicl
field agreed to. That Plan states”
that srgnatones to the P oull
“maximize efforts to. prevex;t-’g;hs
introduction of exotic spemesvin '
the lake.”
The healthn(;t;gt;;&o ke
not be comp: »
conduct and neglect. The Iaka
the region’s crown jewel and e
effort must be made to
way. A secure sticker
more coverage involving
tion and a required boat w
necessary would make Spmgﬁe]
a meaningful part:ner in the eQ'






