W‘rﬂ; a shme ofa $58 rm']hon do]lar state nuhatwe
on the hn& about 150 stakeholders met with &cﬂita—
.'-tars at a dayiong 'cpnfetence Tuesday at SUNY Co

Theda begauwrﬁltech_'_'_":_f _' :
3exploredmhteakout group with a

S?Ilg S
Scholars from Tennessee, Ohlo, North Cam}ma ===
New York and Michigan, : and officials fmm the New “Aci

: ,_'ﬁrst t:me in drmkmg water ibr more than 40,000
_people in Cayuga County. More Iecenﬂy, toxin out-
breaks hit Skaneateles and Cayuga 1akes not fazfmm

fe -_dnn};}ng-ewatezmtakes

: ’thedeep, cieaIFmgerLakeswa—
ters, i added Halfman inan mterwew aﬁﬁx the confer—
ence. .

“Thére are many factors th,at we don’t know,” the
state Department of Environmental Conservation's”

‘ScottKishbaugh' tolda: packed room of more than 300
peﬂple afterthe confermce was opened to the public

ades. have never seen ‘blooms .. untii now.”

In the last six years, blooms were documentéd on .
340 New York state water bodies, accordmg tp Kish-

‘baugh, who works for the DEC’S Bmeau of Water As-
sessment Management '

“Each of these water bod:es has a pe;sonal story,”
Klshbaugh said. “If's where somebody taught their
children to fish, held a sweetheart’s hand, skipped
stones. We are fzrymg to undezstand why some of e

these stories have gone dark”

~ HABs have closed beaches killed ﬁsh and ﬂueat~ :

: ened the dnnkmgwater of several hundred ﬁmusand
New Yurkers ‘The urgency behind the governor's ini-

tiative reflects thinking that the algae blooms, if not
dealtw:th, may s;gnal atppmgpomtof alargerenvi- -

ronmental crisis. -
- HABs began to reaﬂy get noﬁced in 2815 after the
state Bepartment of Health documented 35 illnesses

'fmm exposure o tﬁctxms Wha were swmnnng or.

boaﬂng

In 2(}16 HAB—reiated toxxns wexe detected for the ‘

chester Democrat and Chromcle environmen-

“I’s time to stop playing the blame game and fin-
ger-pointing and do something about it,” Jacqueline

Lendrum, director of the DEC’s Division of Water

Management said i n an mtemew after the confer-
ence.

The day’ s work, dacumented with magic marker

on flip charts from a half-dozen work groups, will be
mcmporated into a broader “action plan” that will be

_open for public comment in May, Lendrum said.

The Cuomo administration announced: 1ts $65
million, 12-1ake initiative late last year.
Teams from four regions, wokag with national

: 'experts and local stakeholders, are developing plans
1o identify and address factors in their respective re-
gions. The stateis a]locatng $500 000 perlake tode-,

velop the plans. .

.. “They (the Iakes) are the Iabozatory in whlch we
axetzymg to determine why hk)oms are oecumng in
- New York state,” Kishbaugh said. :
The state will provide $58 Imlhon in gfant ﬁJndlng
 to execute the plans, mcludmg new memtonng and
: treatment technalagles : e Al

ha tal reporter Steve Orr was one of the first journalists -
ic. . mN w York toraise the ala.rmaboutbluevgreen algae

‘blooms, writing about them as far back as 2008. :

Although the exact cause of their sudden prolifer- -

‘ -ation in the Finger Lakes is unknown, HABs are gen-

-erally linked to phosphorus and other nutrient dis-

- charges from farms, lawns and septic tanks. They

‘can be exacerbated by heavy rains, causing runoff,

~and warming waters, providing incubation.

at6p.m. Maﬁy :tes:dents who lived on lakes for dec-
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